
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“The Savior is Born”
Matthew 1:18-25

The birth of Jesus is God becoming like you in order to save you (18-23).
While Matthew 1:1-17 established the right of Jesus to be the Messiah, Matthew 1:18-23 

established the ability of Jesus to be the Messiah! The birth of Jesus is not a question. Jesus 
was a historical figure. He was born; He did live; and His life, death, and resurrection changed 
the lives of a small group of people who God then used to change the world. The question, 
however, is who was Jesus? While the reality of his birth is unquestioned, the identity of Jesus 
was questioned. Some claimed that Jesus was only a good person and perhaps a great 
teacher. Others acknowledged that He was ethical and philosophical, providing a good example 
to follow and some interesting ideas to consider. Still others even claimed that He was a prophet 
of God. The identity of Jesus is still a question today, and Matthew 1:18-19 makes the answer to 
that question simple and clear: Jesus was the Son of God! He was born, and He was named 
Jesus for one, important reason: To identify His purpose, which was to save His people from 
their sins. In these incredible verses, the miracle of the incarnation is accomplished. God 
became flesh. God became our God with us on this earth through the miraculous birth of baby 
Jesus.
1. Look up the definition for “incarnation," and discuss how Matthew 1:18-25 is related to this 

important reality of the birth of Jesus. 
2. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21; Philippians 2:5-11; and Hebrews 4:15. Discuss the significance of 

these passages related to the significance of the incarnation.
3. What does the birth of Jesus reveal to us about the love of God for us?
4. Read John 3:16; Romans 5:8; and 1 John 4. Discuss what these passages reveal to us about 

the reality of God’s love that was displayed for us in Jesus Christ.

The response of Joseph reminds us that faith is what changes everything (20-25).
On his own, Joseph couldn’t understand what had happened to Mary. In fact, Joseph 

had decided to divorce Mary and to be done with the whole situation. Although he must have 
been hurt and embarrassed, Joseph decided not to publicly hurt and embarrass Mary. He would 
divorce her quietly, and then he would move on. However, God had other plans for Joseph’s life. 
In a dream one night, the angel of the Lord came to Joseph and revealed to him the reality of 
the identity of Jesus. In faith, Joseph believed God. In faith, Joseph changed his plans for his 
relationship with Mary and followed God’s plans for his life. In faith, Joseph married Mary, and in 
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faith, Joseph named the baby “Jesus,” once she had given birth to their son. Jesus brought a 
big interruption into Joseph’s plans for his life, but the interruption of Jesus into Joseph’s life 
brought God’s perfect plan for Joseph’s life. Joseph’s step of faith — in putting his faith in the 
facts of who Jesus was — changed everything. Today, the same thing is true about a response 
of faith when Jesus interrupts our lives, and we respond in faith. It changes everything.
1. Put yourself in Joseph’s position. Come up with all of the arguments that you can think of to 

discredit or deny the claims that were made about Jesus by the angel in Joseph’s dream. 
What does this exercise tell you about faith? What does this exercise tell you about God’s 
ways and His Word?

2. Imagine that you are a friend of Joseph and that he told you the story of his dream. What 
would be your likely reaction?

3. Read Hebrews 11:1. Discuss this important definition of faith. What does God’s Word say 
about faith? How does this definition relate to Joseph’s response to God in Matthew 1?

4. Apply this definition of faith to your life. What does God desire? What should that look like in 
relationship to His revelation of Jesus and to His Word?

The only response to the gift of Jesus is obedience to God in your life (24-25).
Joseph’s response also reminds us that obedience is connected to true faith. Joseph 

didn’t just believe God; He obeyed God. He married Mary. He named the baby Jesus, and 
Joseph then went on to raise Jesus along with his wife Mary. True faith changed everything 
because true faith led to obedience to God in Joseph’s life. Today, this is still God’s desire when 
He interrupts the lives of people with the reality of Jesus. His desire is that through the 
interruption and introduction of Jesus, people would turn in faith to Jesus and step in obedience 
to Him.
1. Discuss Joseph’s steps of obedience in faith to God’s Word in his life. What stands out to you 

most? What would have been most difficult for you in that situation?
2. In your life, do you need to take a step of faith in any specific areas of obedience. Take a 

minute in your small group to consider and to write down any areas of obedience that you 
need to deal with in your life. If you’re willing, share an area of obedience with your group.

3. Break into groups of two or three in your group, and close your time together in prayer, 
praying over each other and with each other for God’s grace and victory through Jesus in 
these areas of obedience in your life lives.
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